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	KEY ISSUE/DECISION


Members are asked to note the community safety update in relation to the promotion of sprinklers. 

	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY


The report updates Members on work to promote the installation of sprinklers wherever they may save life or reduce risk to t he community. Two events have been planned in April and May 2009 to raise the issue with key stakeholders. 

	CONSULTATION


Consultation has taken place with the constituent Fire and Rescue Authorities in the South East Region to develop the report. 

	RECOMMENDATIONS


Members are asked to:

i. Note the report and the appendices

	REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS


Promoting sprinklers is a project within the South East Fire & Rescue Services’ Regional Management Board (RMB) Business Plan 2008/11.

LEAD/CONTACT OFFICER: Russell Pearson 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 01737 224000

EMAIL: russell.pearson@surreycc.gov.uk 


BACKGROUND PAPERS: None

INTRODUCTION

1. The South East Fire & Rescue Services’ Regional Management Board (RMB) Business Plan 2008/11 committed the Board to promoting sprinklers wherever they may save life or reduce risk. This report focuses on work being undertaken to promote sprinklers with key stakeholders and decision makers across the region. Whilst the report focuses on work supported by the South East Fire Improvement Partnership (SEFIP), previous work by others has been instrumental in developing the approach, particularly the work of Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Authority, which Members have previously been advised of. The region also benefits from having Councillor Murphy (East Sussex) as the national sprinkler champion for the Local Government Association.

ANALYSIS AND COMMENTARY

2. On behalf of the region, Kent & Medway Fire & Rescue Authority (KMFRA) leads a project to promote sprinklers. This is work which KMFRA itself is keen to drive with its local partners through a campaign called ‘Safer with Sprinklers.’ 
3. Sprinklers not only bring economic savings and design freedoms and flexibility but also help ensure future developments are more sustainable and environmentally friendly. Through campaigns like KMFRA’s ‘Safer with Sprinklers’ campaign, the region is steadily dispelling the myths and misconceptions around sprinklers. Members may also be interested to note that in  February 2009 KMFRA promoted the campaign nationally at a parliamentary seminar in the House of Commons.

4. Locally to KMFRA, Medway Council has made a ground-breaking decision to adopt a policy of installing sprinkler systems in all its new schools, sheltered housing schemes and residential institutions. However, there is still a long way to go to ensure the greater use of sprinkler systems and to achieve this FRAs need to work together to protect the most vulnerable and provide safer and more sustainable communities. 
5. One of the ways that the region will promote this is through two forthcoming events. More details are available at appendices 1 and 2 for Members’ information. The first event is aimed at sharing best practice amongst architects, building control officers, council planners, building contractors, approved inspectors, technical representatives from housing associations, trade body representatives plus anyone else interested in improving their sprinkler knowledge and industry expertise. The second event is to share best practice amongst FRAs within the region so we can work together to develop long term strategies for the future promotion of sprinklers.
IMPLICATIONS

6. Sprinklers will undoubtedly protect communities from the impacts of fire. They are most likely to have the greatest impact on group where mobility is an issue, such as the elderly, disabled, or where financial losses are significant, such as schools and businesses. 

7. These two events have been supported by SEFIP with a grant of up to £8k. Both venues has been provided free of charge following successful negotiation with the host. 

CONCLUSION

8. Members are asked to: 

i. Note the report and the appendices
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